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Dear supporter,

Welcome to our first newsletter of 2025! We have been busy this year, and we are
so excited to share what we have been up to. We have some fantastic updates on
our latest projects and activities to share with you, and we can't wait for you to see
the impact you are helping us make.

Our Race Night last March was an
incredible success and we proudly
raised an amazing £73,833 for The
Royal Marsden's Precision
Therapeutics projects.

We recently received confirmation from
Associate Director Neal Donnelly that
the donation has been received, along
with a lovely thank you letter.

The Precision Therapeutics project is a game-changer, focusing on creating more
personalized drug treatments for each patient. Thanks to the Arcobaleno Cancer
Trust's generous support for the Clinical Research Fellow and the Clinical Research
Nurse specialising in gastrointestinal cancers, patients will now have access to vital
international clinical trials. These trials test cutting-edge drugs, truly shaping the
future of personalised medicine in cancer care.

Our ongoing partnership with The Royal Marsden Cancer Charity is something we
deeply value. A huge thank you once again to all our generous donors and
supporters who made this possible!
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We are incredibly proud of all our supporters and followers who have helped us
since the beginning of our fundraising journey. Every bit of help is much appreciated!

We are excited to announce that our friend Maria Knight will be running the London
Marathon 2026 to support our charity and raise vital funds.

Maria has already kicked-off her fundraising with a car boot sale in Chelmsford,
where all the proceeds go towards the inspiring target of £2,500 she has set before
running the marathon!

In addition to Maria, we also have three other fantastic runners preparing for the
marathon. Matteo Maritati, Luke Hampton, and Matt Henderson have already
started their journey toward the iconic race, which will take place on Sunday 26th
April 2026. Good luck to all!
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Daniela and Margaret are walking the Shine Night Marathon again on 20th
September to support the Arcobaleno Cancer Trust, in memory of the loved ones
they have lost and those they wish to help in their battle.

The 26.2 mile walk starts and finishes in Battersea, passing by many of London's
famous landmarks. This is the second year that Dani and Mags participate in the
Shine Walk for ACT, we wish them every success!

Inspired to fundraise for ACT? Please get in touch with us! We'd be happy to
support you in any way we can. Thank you.

In the last few months, we have had the pleasure of offering eight grants to eight
different projects. These projects involve some of the best medical and research
institutions in the UK, with incredible teams of researchers who are working hard to
help people with various conditions. Each grant is usually for around £5,000.

Dr Anna Rose (Department of

Paediatrics, University of Oxford)

High-grade gliomas (HGGs) are
aggressive  brain  tumours with a
devastating prognosis. This project aims
to find new therapies by targeting the
telomere maintenance mechanism in
cancer cells. The funding will support key

lab work, including protein and enzyme

analysis.
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Professor Ester Hammond (Department

of Oncology, University of Oxford)

This six-week project addresses a critical
need for new treatments for diffuse
midline glioma (DMG), the second most
common type of high-grade brain tumour
in children. The prognosis is extremely
poor, with an average survival of just 12
months. This project aims to find a new
therapy combination to be used with

radiotherapy to directly improve outcomes

for these patients.

Dr Monica Oilcina (Department of

Oncology, University of Oxford)

Radiotherapy is a common and often
effective treatment for brain tumours in
children, but it frequently leads to
debilitating side effects. This research
aims to make the treatment safer and
more effective. The team will test a drug
called Avacopan in paediatric brain
tumour models, which may increase the

effectiveness of radiotherapy  while

reducing its negative impact.

Dr Sheba Jarvis (Centre for
Translational and Experimental

Medicine, Imperial College London)

This project focuses on improving the
diagnosis and prognosis of
adrenocortical carcinoma (ACC), a
disease with a poor outlook that affects
young people. Dr Jarvis's team
believes that specific lipid oncometabolites
are key to cancer progression in ACC.
They will use new technologies to analyse
these lipids, aiming to improve the
accuracy of diagnosis and help plan future

treatments for patients.



The Institute of Cancer Research

We granted £3,515 to the ICR to purchase
a specialised lamp for a bladder cancer
study. This light source is essential for a
powerful imaging technique called
photoconversion, which will be used in a
mouse model. The research, led by Dr
Anna Wilkins, seeks to better understand
how the immune system responds to

radiation therapy for bladder cancer - a

process that is not yet fully understood.

Haven House Foundation

Haven House Children's Hospice is a
registered charity that provides high-
quality holistic palliative care services.
Each year, it cares for over 300 children
with  life-limiting  or life-threatening
conditions. The grant, paid thanks to the
Siobhan’s Superstar Legacy, supports a
range of holistic therapies - including
yoga, play, and physiotherapy - aimed at
pain management and enhancing

children’s quality of life. The charity also

Action Medical Research (supporting

Dr Antonios Pouliopoulos)

We are continuing our support for a
project that aims to develop a gene
therapy for children with fatal diffuse
midline glioma (DMG). The research
uses innovative ultrasound-guided
nanoparticles for targeted drug delivery,
which aims to overcome the blood-brain
barrier. In 2024, we had already donated
£5,000 to Action Medical Research for this
from  Siobhan's

project Superstar

Legacy.

Siobhan's

SUPERSTAR LEGACY



provides support and interventions for

parents and siblings.

Professor Peter J. McHugh (Department of Oncology, University of Oxford)

The key objective of this project is to determine if a protein called SNM1A is an attractive
therapeutic target in a specific type of tumour known as ALT-dependent cancer. The work
will investigate whether these cancer cells rely on SNM1A for continued growth. If

successful, this research could pave the way for a new targeted therapy, providing a

valuable option for young people who currently have few treatments available.

We are also grateful that we made the final grant payment of £30,000 to The
Institute of Cancer Research, marking the third year of Dr. Sally George’s
project, ‘Driving Forward Vital Research into Neuroblastoma Targets.'
Unfortunately, Neuroblastoma typically affects young children, developing in
the adrenal glands or nervous system.

We hope that the research results will have an important impact and help
develop new ways to help those suffering.
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Carmelo Vainella was very close to the
Arcobaleno Cancer Trust from its
outset in 2017. He never missed an
event or opportunity to support us,
especially at the Race Nights, which he
loved attending. He stood by our
charity whenever he could, always
offering his time and energy.

Sixteen months ago, Carmelo was

diagnosed with stage 4 bladder
cancer and faced every challenge with
truly remarkable strength and courage
until his passing in July.

In his memory, his family kindly set up a donation page for ACT, in lieu of flowers at
his funeral. We wish to thank them for their generosity and will always remember
Carmelo for his kind-hearted support.
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Sunday 19" nclliner 2025
10am - Ipm
Headstone Manor Park, Harrow, HA2 6PX

Click here to register
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We want to thank you again for all your support and donations; we could not do
anything without you.

Every single penny you donate to Arcobaleno Cancer Trust is a little help in the fight
against cancer. If you want to make a donation, please click on the button below. It
would be really appreciated.

Please feel free to forward this newsletter to friends who may be interested in
hearing about our work or ask them to email us at info@ArcobalenoCancerTrust.com

and we will add them to our mailing list.
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